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It was worthy of the highest traditions of sovereignty. She refused to allow herself to be intimidated by threats against her throne and person, threats which she insisted on attributing to a few hotheads disaffected by the general unrest caused by four years of war in all the neighbouring countries.
In spite of entreaties, she went out on foot into the streets, accompanied only by Princess Juliana. This courageous behaviour made an excellent impression on the people, who were proud to see the representatives of their beloved House of Orange display such confidence in their affection.
The immediate effect was visible on the day fixed for the revolution, and it was more in order to be the object of a loyal demonstration than to face a hostile mob that the Queen drove through the streets of The Hague that day with the young heiress to the throne.   The day which was to have seen the downfall of her House saw instead a scene of unsurpassed devotion to the royal cause, a day unequalled perhaps in Dutch history, and the gallant woman who by her courage contributed so largely to this result found her carriage drawn by willing hands in triumph through the streets of her capital back to her home and palace. There can have been only one fly in the ointment for the Queen that day, only one feature of that great popular demonstration which may have been disturbing  to  so  rigid  a  Calvinist.   The   Royalist movement she knew was organized by the Catholic Party:   it was the Catholic Party that saved her ; nine-tenths of the banners  carried  that  day  bore emblems of the Roman Catholic Church.
Owing to our preoccupation at that time with our own great interests at home, very little notice was302                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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